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Shawn Gillen

Professor of English, Beloit College, Wisconsin US

Esteemed Director Horvath, members and students of the E6tvos Collegium,
colleagues, and ladies and gentlemen, 1 bring you warm greetings and
congratulations from Beloit College, a private American liberal arts college in
Beloit, Wisconsin.

The Collegium and Beloit College have shared a transfer and exchange relation-
ship for over twenty years, making the program Beloit’s most enduring and among
its most valued. Beloit College sends scores of students to universities around the
globe and welcomes many international students to its campus. My institution has
long noted how well our students have been educated during their time at the
Collegium, and although they are not formally our alumni, we value and cherish
many of your students as if they are among our most esteemed graduates.

The relationship that began between our institutions at the end of the Cold
War was a significant historical moment that reflected changes that were about
to sweep Europe. Michael Simon, a Hungarian émigré, noted photographer,
and Beloit College Art Professor, organized the first Beloit student seminar in
Budapest along with Professor Terrance Bigalke, Beloit’s World Affairs Director.
After that first seminar, students from the Collegium began studying at Beloit,
and the exchange was formalized.

Prior to my departure for this celebration, I spent an afternoon in Beloit
College’s archives, looking over documents, pamphlets, photographs, and stu-
dent accounts of their study at the Collegium. I came across a letter written by
Professor Simon that provides a historical glimpse of the waning moments of the
Cold War, and the pedagogical rationale for the Beloit-E6tvis Jozsef Exchange
Program. Allow me a few moments to read it on this occasion:

July 24,1989

The Honorable Mark Palmer

U. S. Ambassador to Hungary
United States Embassy - Budapest

Dear Mr. Ambassador,

Hungary has been in the news lately for its rapid internal changes and more
recently because of President Bush'’s visit to Budapest. In this context student



30 Shawn Gillen

exchanges have been repeatedly mentioned as significant components of im-
proving the relationship between the United States and Hungary. In your pre-
sentation to American students in Hungary during the autumn of 1987, you
also stressed the importance of such exchanges. With this letter, I would like to
bring to your attention the program between the E6tvos Kollégium and Beloit
College in Wisconsin.

Beloit College organized a seminar in Budapest during the fall semester of
1987. Thirteen American students spent a semester in Hungary living with
Hungarian families and taking classes at the E6tvos Kollégium. The success of
this seminar encouraged us to consider an ongoing exchange between our insti-
tutions. Beloit College received support from the Soros Foundation for funding
the students’ travel.

According to our plans, the first group of five Hungarian students will ar-
rive to Beloit on the eighteenth of August to take classes along with the Beloit
College students. In late January a group of Beloit College students will travel
to Budapest to study at the E6tvos Kollégium. As the American students do not
speak Hungarian sufficiently to take classes along with the Hungarian students,
their instruction will be in English.

The purpose of this exchange is to improve the contact between the two coun-
tries and to provide the students with an opportunity to learn about the culture
of the other nation. You have worked with success for improving relations be-
tween Hungary and the United States, and we trust that our program will sup-
port your efforts for a more a peaceful world.

Sincerely

Michael Simon
Professor & Chairman
Department of Art and Art History

Since Professors Simon and Bigalke founded the exchange program, approxi-
mately two hundred students from both institutions have benefited from their
international experiences. As I mentioned a few minutes ago, Beloit College, its
staff and its students have greatly benefited from our relationship. When I re-
ceived my appointment to represent Beloit College at this gathering, many of my
colleagues came forward to tell me how much their students matured intellectu-
ally during their residency and studies at the Collegium. They brought back to
our campus a better understanding of Hungary and its history and seem to have
become better, more sophisticated students and campus leaders.
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The exchange also has fostered a continuing interest in Hungarian and East
European Studies at Beloit. Professor Andras Boros-Kazai of our Political Science
Department regularly teaches Hungarian language and Hungarian history cours-
es. Andrds, together with his spouse, Mary Boros-Kazai, Beloit’s Registrar, have
hosted scores of students from the Collegium, helping them become acquainted
with American culture and life in the Midwest. Professor Maria Santha of the
Collegium has also played a central role in the history of the Beloit-E6tvos Jozsef
Exchange Program. She has taught Hungarian during several summers in our
Center for Language Studies and hosted dozens of our students in Hungary. She
is recognized on Beloit’s campus as an excellent language professor and the per-
son who has helped scores of Beloit students adjust to life in Budapest.

The English Department at Beloit College shares a particularly close bond
with the Collegium, and I am delighted to represent my colleagues today. Several
of your students who have gone on to notable literary careers in Hungary have
worked in our English Department. For example, the novelist Gy6rgy Dragoman,
a graduate of Collegium, studied poetry at Beloit College, and worked in our li-
brary translating works of Isaac Bashevis Singer. The poet and playwright Anna
T. Szabd studied literature and the novels of Paul Auster with me during her time
at Beloit College. Numerous editors, journalists, business leaders, and educators
in both of our nations have benefited from our mutual exchange.

The years that saw the establishment of our exchange program is now part
of world history. Beloit College is proud to have shared part of that history with
the Collegium. We look forward to a renewed, vital, and lasting relationship
with your institution as it celebrates its centennial. Congratulations once again.
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